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SUBJECT: 63RD ECOSOC: ITEM 19, ASSISTANCE IN ECONOMIC 
EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 

REF: (A) STATE 171006, (B) GENEVA 6135, (C) GENEVA 6278 
(D) GENEVA 16311 

1 . DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES IMPROVEMENTS IN LATEST 
DRAFT OF ECONOMIC EMERGENCY RESOLUTION. AS PREVIOUSLY 
INDICATED, WE ARE CONCERNED WITH THE INSTITUTIONAL 
IMPLICATIONS OF CREATING YET ANOTHER UN OFFICE WITH A 
BROADLY DEFINED MANDATE. 
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2. FYI WITH REGARD TO DUTCH IMPLICATION OF A LINKAGE 
BETWEEN "ECONOMIC EMERGENCY" RESOLUTION AND SUPPORT FOR 
OUR ILLICIT PAYMENTS INITIATIVE (REF C) WE BELIEVE THAT 
THESE ISSUES SHOULD STAND ON THEIR OWN MERITS. END FYI 

3. YOU SHOULD, THEREFORE, CALL FOR A VOTE ON THIS 
RESOLUTION AND ABSTAIN WITH A STATEMENT OF EXPLANATION. 
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FOLLOWING IS THE SUGGESTED TEXT: 

4. THE USG CONTINUES TO STRONGLY SUPPORT HUMANITARIAN 
ASSISTANCE IN THE CASE OF NATURAL DISASTERS. WE ALSO 
REMAIN FIRMLY COMMITTED TO ENHANCING BILATERAL AND 
MULTIALTERAL ASSISTANCE FOR DEVELOPMENT GENERALLY AS WELL 
AS ASSISTING DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WITH PARTICULARLY SEVERE 
DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS. WE REGRET HOWEVER THAT WE ARE NOT 
IN A POSITION TO SUPPORT THIS RESOLUTION AT THIS TIME. 

IT IS NOT CLEAR TO US WHAT PRECISELY IS INTENDED BY THE 
RESOLUTION NOR WHAT THE INSTITUTIONAL AND FINANCIAL 
IMPLICATIONS OF IT MAY BE. WE FEEL, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT THE 
CONCEPT OF AN ECONOMIC EMERGENCY NEEDS TO BE MORE CLEARLY 
DEFINED. WE ALSO QUESTION WHETHER THIS RESOLUTION WOULD 
LEAD TO A DUPLICATION OF EFFORTS ALREADY BEING MADE BY 
MULTILATERAL INSTITUTIONS AND DONOR COUNTRIES TO RESPOND 
TO THE NEEDS OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. MOREOVER, WE ARE 
NOT CONVINCED AT THIS POINT THAT THE INSTITUTIONAL 
ARRANGEMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ADOPTION BY THE UNGA IN THIS 
RESOLUTION ARE REQUIRED TO ENABLE THE SYG TO RESPOND 
MORE EFFICIENTLY TO REQUESTS RECEIVED THROUGH THE ECOSOC. 

5. WE CONCUR THAT THE SYG SHOULD MAKE THE NECESSARY 
ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS TO ASSIST IN IDENTIFYING 
POTENTIAL ECONOMIC DISASTERS, SUCH AS THE SAHEL DROUGHT, 

SO THAT APPROPRIATE ASSISTANCES CAN BE PROMPTLY PROVIDED. 
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WE BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THIS FUNCTION SHOULD BE PERFORMED 
WITHIN EXISTING RESOURCES AND UNDERTAKEN IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH A MORE PRECISE DIRECTIVE. 

6. WE WILL CONTINUE TO CONSIDER THE MOST APPROPRIATE 
MEASURES TO RESPOND TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL'S 

DESIRE TO MORE EFFECTIVELY DEAL WITH EMERGENCY REQUESTS, 
PRIOR TO THE UNGA'S ACTION ON THIS QUESTION AT ITS 
32ND SESSION. VANCE 
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